
 
 

Funding the Arts in Regional South Australia 

Guarantee Against Loss (GAL) Guidelines 

Objectives 
This fund is available to assist South Australian Presenter Groups to independently present live 
performance experiences, increasing access, and encouraging their community to engage with arts 
and culture. 

 
Who can apply? 
This funding is only available to registered Shows On The Road Presenter Groups.  
 
How to become a Presenter Group 
Read this document to find out how to become a Presenter Group. 

 
What can the funding be used for? 
The funding is available for registered Presenter Groups who want to self-present live arts 
experience for their community. For example, funds can be applied to contribute to the costs of 
putting on the performance; show fees, marketing, travel costs etc. 

 
What will it not support? 
Funding for ongoing or recurrent projects or programs, competitions, core administration costs, 
curriculum based activities or work that conflicts with our organisations guiding principles: Country 
Arts SA Strategic Plan 2021-25. 

 
How much can we apply for? 
Registered Presenter Groups can apply for up to $1,000 per application. 

 
Who is not eligible to apply? 
Any applications received from artists, schools, councils, companies, communities outside of 
regional South Australia will not be considered eligible. 
If you are not a Registered Presenter Group you are not eligible to apply. 

 
How to apply 
Click here for the Shows on the Road (GAL) grant page on the Country Arts SA website. 

 
Do you have questions? 
We are always happy to talk through ideas and offer advice. Contact our Creative Communities 
Programmer Tammy Hall  for any application inquiries: tammy.hall@countryarts.org.au  

 
Timelines 
Applications must be received at least 12 weeks before the planned activity. 
You must submit at least 10 working days prior to your project start date. Applications are assessed 
within 7-10 days of submission. 
Applications are accepted year-round but are temporarily closed between Dec 17 – Jan 30. 

https://www.countryarts.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Presenter-Group-Guide_2016.pdf
https://www.countryarts.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/StratPlan_2021-25_spreads.pdf
https://www.countryarts.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/StratPlan_2021-25_spreads.pdf
https://www.countryarts.org.au/grants-funding/grants/shows-road-gal-country-arts-sa/
mailto:Tammy.hall@countryarts.org.au


 
 

About Country Arts SA’s Shows On the Road Program 
 

Small halls, small towns, great shows! 
 
Country Arts SA understands that regional communities can often find it difficult to attract or afford 
touring performances and similarly we have been made aware that many professional performing arts 
companies find difficulties in organising touring circuits through regional South Australia. 

 
Over a number of years Country Arts SA has developed a program aptly named ‘Shows on the Road’ 
where the Experiences team of Country Arts SA work alongside enthusiastic community groups to 
coordinate and facilitate subsidised performing arts tours, spreading from as far west as Ceduna to 
the South East of Mount Gambier. 

 
As part of Country Arts SA’s commitment to providing access to the arts to all South Australians, we 
deliver an annual program through the Shows on the Road tours and also support regional 
communities by providing them with access to Guarantee Against Loss funds to support their own 
entrepreneurial performing arts activities. 

 
How the Shows on the Road program works? 
Country Arts SA seeks applications from groups who are interested in participating in the Shows on 
the Road program and becoming a registered Presenter Group. Applications to participate in this 
program will be assessed by Country Arts SA and need to meet the suitable eligibility criteria. 

 
Registering groups need to be a formally incorporated not-for-profit community-based organisation, 
e.g. Service Club, Arts Council, Youth Club etc. In some cases, Country Arts SA will accept non-
incorporated groups who have access to an auspice body who can administer the funds on their 
behalf e.g. local council. 

 
Applications to become registered Shows on the Road Presenter Group and to participate in the 
Shows on the Road program are assessed by Country Arts SA staff. 

 
Annual Touring Performances 
Over the last few years Country Arts SA has incorporated a diverse array of work from theatre, 
cabaret, comedy, dance, music etc that contain a variety of contemporary and traditional styles and 
themes that can be promoted to a range of complimentary and easily identifiable community 
members. 

 
The aim of this program is to support regional communities to increase access to the performing arts, 
build new and support existing audiences and to utilize managed and unmanaged venues across 
South Australia. Through the provision of subsidized touring performances Country Arts SA supports 
local communities to deliver performing arts activities in their town with little or no financial risk to the 
group. 

 
Country Arts SA aims to deliver multiple tours annually between one to two weeks in length. Each 
selected performance is self-contained and tours with relevant lighting, sound and technical 
equipment needed as well as the crew required to stage the production. 

 
To be eligible to participate in the Country Arts SA Shows on the Road program, groups must 
register to become a Presenter Group. A Presenter Group is a registered group of community 



members who enter a formal agreement with Country Arts SA to support a performance from the 
Shows On the Road Season in their community. Country Arts SA relies heavily on the local Presenter 
Group to ensure the success of the performance. 

 
Each Presenter Group takes different approaches to the marketing and administration of the tours, 
ideally Country Arts SA liaises with one main group contact that then disseminates information, duties 
and responsibilities. Country Arts SA understands the many and varied issues that impact your 
community in addition to the uniqueness that your town offers in the ways and opportunities to market 
and support a performance. Country Arts SA relies on Presenter Groups to be connected to their 
wider community and ensure that they can distribute flyers, information and liaise with community 
groups to encourage bookings both locally and also connect with outer lying towns to let them know 
what shows are coming. 

 
Guarantee Against Loss Fund 
Once you have become a registered Presenter Group you are eligible to apply to the Guarantee 
Against Loss fund for self-entrepreneurial professional performances that your group chooses to 
access independently, and which is not offered as part of the Shows on the Road season. 

 
The next step….. 
Contact Tammy Hall, Creative Communities Programmer to discuss your groups’ eligibility to become 
a Presenter Group: tammy.hall@countryarts.org.au 

 
Country Arts SA’s local staff are also an additional point of contact for all Shows on the Road 
Presenter Group enquiries and can provide support in the following ways: 

• provide encouragement, advice and assistance in budget preparation, contracts and publicity 
• assist in training needs 
• disseminate information 

 
While Country Arts SA staff provides support and encouragement, groups should not expect 
them to be responsible for direct involvement with the organisation of performances or attend every 
meeting of the group. 

 
For more information about our work, programs and funding opportunities please visit our 
website: 

http://www.countryarts.org.au/ 

mailto:tammy.hall@countryarts.org.au
http://www.countryarts.org.au/
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