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Country Arts SA 
Artist In Residence Program

2019 Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre Artist Residency

Arts South Australia

The Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre Artist Residency provides 
two artists with space away from their usual environment, 
providing a time of reflection and immersion in a new 
experience.

It will allow the artists to explore their practice within 
another setting; meeting new people, experiencing life in 
a new location and potentially integrating elements of 
that experience into their art.  Art residencies emphasise 
the importance of meaningful and multi-layered cultural 
exchanges in the making of new work for public display.

The two artists selected to take part in the residency 
program, will also be participants in the Land Arts of 
Limestone Coast Retreat. 

One residency will take place in the lead up to the retreat 
(October) and the other immediately after the retreat 
(November).  An expected outcome of both residencies will 
be to create a new work for display in the environs of the 
Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre.

Artists working across a broad range of media are 
encouraged to apply.

WHEN 
Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre Residency 
Artist 1 residency: October 2019 
Artist 2 residency: November 2019 
 
Land Arts of Limestone Coast Retreat 
1 - 11 November 2019

WHERE 
Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre, Mount Gambier

APPLICATIONS CLOSE 
5pm, Monday 29 July 2019

SUBMISSIONS 
https://www.countryarts.org.au/news/eoi-srht-residency/

Country Arts SA in partnership with SA 
Power Networks and with support from 
Arts SA is pleased to announce two 
new residency opportunities; one for 
a South Australian artist and one for 
a Limestone Coast artist at Sir Robert 
Helpmann Theatre, Mount Gambier.

https://www.countryarts.org.au/news/eoi-srht-residency/
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BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

The Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre residency is intended to 
attract an artist(s) who can re-energise traditional spaces 
in non-traditional ways: we encourage artists to look at our 
stages, dressing rooms, auditoriums, foyers, courtyards, 
outdoor entry spaces, floors, walls and the spaces between 
and create contemporary work in any medium that would 
be unexpected, that opens the public’s eyes and minds to 
seeing the spaces in new ways, taking inspiration from the 
character of the local community and environment.   

A commitment by Country Arts SA and SA Power Networks 
with support from Arts SA has enabled the project to be 
realised.

The project will be managed by Country Arts SA. 

ABOUT SIR ROBERT HELPMANN THEATRE

The Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre is a 524 seat proscenium 
arch venue situated in the heart of Mount Gambier amid 
the city’s vibrant cultural precinct.

Nestled within the State Heritage Listed Cave Garden, the 
theatre is run by Country Arts SA, 

Acclaimed international dancer, choreographer, director 
and actor, Sir Robert Helpmann, was born in Mount 
Gambier in 1909, where he spent his early childhood before 
pursuing a professional dancing career in London.

His legacy continues to inspire creativity, with the arts 
centre presenting a diversity of performing arts and 
providing residency opportunities to artists developing  
new works.

The theatre is housed within the Civic Centre building, 
which is co-owned by the City of Mount Gambier and the 
South Australian State Government.

PROJECT GUIDELINES

Country Arts SA is looking for two artists: one who is a 
permanent resident of the Limestone Coast region and 
one who is a permanent resident of South Australia to 
participate in the 2019 Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre 
residency, as part of the Land Arts of the Limestone Coast 
retreat. Limited studio space can be provided.

The Land Arts of the Limestone Coast retreat is intended as 
a time for self-directed research. The artist in residence will, 
at the discretion of the Sir Robert Helpmann staff, be able 
to access the theatre, talk to staff and users, and study the 
physical environment of the Theatre and surrounds. 

It is envisaged that the residency will result in a 
contemporary response to the site.

The artist in residence will be required to consult with and 
provide a concept for review and consideration. 

The artwork will be installed within the environs of the Sir 
Robert Helpmann Theatre,  and will remain in situ for a 
further six months, unless otherwise negotiated. At the end 
of the display period the artist, at a time to be arranged, is 
to demount and remove the work. Ownership and copyright 
of the work will always remain with the artist.

THE WORK

A concept will need to be presented to Country Arts SA  
for review and sign off before creation/fabrication/
installation begins.

The concept proposal should include the following:-

• Written concept

• Nominated location for the work

• Sketches, drawings or model that adequately describes 
the proposed work

• Details and timing of installation

The work will need to:

• Be reflective and responsive to the Limestone Coast 

• Be high quality, innovative, contemporary original work 

• Be work that enhances the public experience of 
contemporary art and the environs of the Sir Robert 
Helpmann Theatre

• Utilise high quality materials

• Require no ongoing maintenance

• Meet all relevant safety standards for a work in the 
public realm

• Be cognisant with current sustainability objectives with 
respect to the environment

• Have a minimum lifespan of one year or a life span in 
keeping with the concept.
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BUDGET

Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre Residency 

• The total budget for each residency is $15,000 and 
covers all costs associated with the preparation, 
fabrication, delivery, installation of the work, artists fee, 
travel, accommodation, living expenses and demounting 
of the work. 

Land Arts of the Limestone Coast Retreat

• $2,000 Honorarium will be allocated to each of the 
selected artist to cover costs associated with travel and 
artist fee to participate in the retreat.  Accommodation, 
local transport and meals will be provided. 

Country Arts SA will undertake the documentation of the 
project and produce a modest brochure.

TIMELINES

Applications open: 1 July 2019 
Applications close: 29 July 2019, 5pm

Selected artists notified: 
Week beginning 12 August 2019

First residency: October 2019 (3 weeks inc installation) 
Second residency: November 2019 (3 weeks inc installation)

Demount and remove work: 
June 2020

HOW TO APPLY

Artists wishing to be considered for the Sir Robert 
Helpmann Residency must apply for the Land Arts of the 
Limestone Coast Retreat online here: 
https://www.countryarts.org.au/news/eoi-srht-residency/ 

Expressions of interest must be submitted by 5pm, 
Monday 29 July 2019.

The EOI should include:

• Current address, email and phone contact details

• ABN and GST status

• A written response to the project, including how your 
practice relates to the residency, how you would 
approach the residency and how you consider the 
opportunity would benefit your practice (maximum 
three-pages)

• Resume or CV (one-page)

• Images of relevant previous work (maximum of 9 images 
presented in a PowerPoint document, maximum size 
5MB) including artwork title, details, date and size

• Confirmation of availability within project timeline

• Certificate of Currency for public liability insurance to 
the value of $20,000,000 and professional indemnity 
insurance to the value of $5,000,000 or willingness to 
get such insurance if selected

• Name and contact details for two referees

ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible for selection you must be:

• Selected to participate in the Land Arts of the Limestone 
Coast Retreat

• Over 18 years of age

• Either a permanent resident of the Limestone Coast,  
or a permanent resident of South Australia

• A practicing artist

• Available on the dates specified in the timeline

ENQUIRIES

Merilyn de Nys 
Executive Producer, Land Arts of the Limestone Coast 
Country Arts SA

merilyn.denys@countryarts.org.au 
08 8723 8702

https://www.countryarts.org.au/news/eoi-srht-residency/

