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Mount Renouf – A Truly Unbelievable History  
 
Mount Renouf, the quintessential country town somewhere in Australia, is celebrating its sesquicentenary! View 

the town’s precious archive of objects. Experience the stories of its famous and notorious characters. Wonder at 

the importance it has played throughout our history and ponder why we have never heard of this town before! 

 

A display of mixed media (audio, video, photography, objects, text, sketches and re-wired antiquated technology), 

Mount Renouf – A Truly Unbelievable History subverts the conventional museum experience in a playful but also 

pointed way. This is a unique exhibition that celebrates, questions and comments on the historical, familiar and 

collective cultural clichés that contribute to our national story. 

 

It softly questions the way we view and display our colonial history, addressing a small town’s historical memory 

and how it often elides and ignores indigenous history, particularly post-contact. 

 

Writer/performer Ian Moorhead and the artists behind the Mount Renouf Progress Society and featured 

throughout the exhibition are interested in re-thinking historical practice, especially in its public presentation and 

in the way we select our history to define our national identity. 

 

Led by a narrative with tongue very firmly planted in cheek, Mount Renouf delights in nostalgia, dazzles with 

detail and drips satire. An exhibition that questions its audience through a humour that is quiet, subversive, gently 

cajoling, Mount Renouf is very dry and archetypically Australian. 

 

Join the Mount Renouf Progress Society Facebook page for a chuckle to see what the townsfolk are up to.  

 
 
 
Port Augusta Cultural Centre – Yarta Purtli Gallery  
10 February to 11 March 2017 
Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm 
Saturdays 10am to 1pm 
 
Desert Fringe opening times:  
Saturday 4 March 10am – 4pm, and 6pm – 8pm to coincide with the community BBQ and Fringe Club opening 
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