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September 2016 

Country Arts SA’s Arts on Screen presents 
TURANDOT  

Performed on Sydney Harbour by Opera Australia and presented by Cinema Live 
 
An epic opera. A legend of love and death. A heart-pounding experience. 
  
Puccini’s Turandot is one of the greatest operas ever written: brilliant melodies for music-lovers, a gripping story 
for those that need action and drama, an exotic setting and plenty of movement for lovers of stagecraft and visual 
splendor.  
 
Created especially for the acclaimed Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour’s jaw-dropping outdoor water-stage 
performance, Turandot, directed by Chen Shi-Zheng, brings a unique perspective to this classic story. 
 
Featuring a 60-metre fire-breathing dragon, with a tail that morphs into the Great Wall, a shimmering pagoda 
that stands 18 metres tall and a cast of 78, Opera Australia’s presentation is one to remember. 
 
Turandot will screen in Country Arts SA theatres as part of our Arts On Screen 2016 season.  
 
Country Art SA’s Arts Programming Manager Louisa Norman said: “To have Turandot performed on the Sydney 
Harbour is incredible, and we’re excited to present it digitally to regional South Australia. Opera is meant to be 
enjoyed by everyone, and we want to share this grand experience with people across SA.”  
 
Shi-Zheng presents a China that is sleek and modern, with set elements and costumes that reflect the spirit of 
today. The production also features 187 hats and headdresses, 46 wigs and 30 sets of facial hair! 
 
Expect bold, dramatic sound, beautiful singing, and a set that will take your breath away. 
 
TURANDOT - THE STORY: 
Turandot is the beautiful and powerful princess who challenges her many suitors to answer three riddles. Failure 
results in death. Calàf is a brave prince from a foreign land, who falls instantly in love with the princess. 
Despite the wishes of his exiled father and the pleas of a slave-girl who loves him, he declares his love for the 
princess. She presents her riddles, and in triumph, the unknown prince answers. Turandot despairs and the prince 
takes pity - offering the ice-cold princess a riddle of his own. But Calàf’s riddle risks more than his own life - 
everyone else’s hangs in the balance. 
 
Approximately 2 hours 15 minutes, including a 15-minute interval. 
Performed in Italian with English subtitles. 
 
Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre, Mount Gambier – 6 October 2016, 7:30pm 
Middleback Arts Centre, Whyalla – 19 October 2016, 7pm  
Northern Festival Centre, Port Pirie – 19 October 2016, 7pm 
Chaffey Theatre, Renmark – 27 October 2016, 10am & 7pm 
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