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CARNIVAL OF ANIMALS 
 
Welcome to Circa’s human circus, the Carnival of the Animals where elephants can dance and frogs ride unicycles. 
It’s a world of wild imagination, explosions of magic and comical humour that speaks to everyone. 
 
Created by circus visionary Yaron Lifschitz, Carnival of the Animals brings the joy of the animal kingdom to the 
stage in a sophisticated and visually stunning physical theatre extravaganza for children big and small.  
 
“Circa’s Carnival of the Animals is based on French Romantic composer Camille Saint-Saëns’ delightful musical 
suite for young audiences, the Carnival of the Animals,” he said. “The piece is really designed for young 
audiences.” 
 
“Circus work is often quite edgy, quite hard, and Carnival of the Animals is a very beautiful show with a strong 
multimedia component. It’s set against an animated backdrop and the music is utterly charming. Carnival of the 
Animals has a joyous heart and a warm spirit.”  
 
Carnival of the Animals is a magical reinvention of Saint-Saëns’ musical suite depicting creatures from land, sea 
and sky. Dressed in elaborate costumes Circa’s performers take children and adults on a sublime journey through 
the lives of the tortoise, the elephant, the kangaroo, the swan, and many other beasts of fur, feathers and fin. It’s 
an exuberant celebration of all Earth’s creatures, kindling delight at the power of our bodies to express who we 
really are. 
 
Paul Roberts, spokesperson of Country Arts SA’s principal corporate partner, SA Power Networks, said Carnival of 
the Animals had the special ability to bring adults and children together in a world of imagination. 
 
“Circa have put together a magical show that will delight both adults and children,” he said. “The enchanting 
music and clever animations make this acrobatic circus one not to miss.”   
 
Written in 1886, Carnival of the Animals has been adored by children and adults for many generations. It is a 
playful and magical work of music imbued with Victorian eccentricity whose fourteen movements each explore a 
specific or group of animals. For this production Australian composer Quincy Grant artfully reworked and 
extended the original suites, while on stage the Circa performers are accompanied by and interact with the 
sumptuously detailed animation created by UK-based Australian video designer Michaela French. 
 
Children attending the performances are encouraged to get into the animal spirit and dress up as their 
favourite creature. Buy an adult ticket and receive an Under 17 ticket FREE! www.countryarts.org.au 
 
Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre, Mount Gambier – 9 September 2016, 11am & 6:30pm 
Chaffey Theatre, Renmark – 15 September 2016, 11am & 6:30pm 
Northern Festival Centre, Port Pirie – 17 September 2016, 2:30pm & 6:30pm 
Middleback Arts Centre, Whyalla – 20 September 2016, 11am & 6:30pm 
Nautilus Arts Centre, Port Lincoln – 23 September 2016, 11am & 6:30pm 
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