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RIVERLAND ACKNOWLEDEGMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
Country Arts SA has produced an Acknowledgement of Country film that reflects our commitment to 
Reconciliation, and our recognition of the connection of Aboriginal people to the land and waters of the 
Riverland.  
 
Country Arts SA’s Chief Executive Officer Mr Steve Saffell said “this initiative supports Country Arts SA’s 
Reconciliation Action Plan, and demonstrates the importance of respecting the traditional custodians of the lands 
we work on and the Aboriginal people we support in regional SA.” 
 
Funded by Country Arts SA and Department of State Development’s Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation Division, 
the digital Acknowledgement of Country is a collaboration with the Riverland Murray Mallee Aboriginal 
Corporation and the Riverland’s Uncle Barney Lindsay and Vida Sumner.  
 
Voiced by Ms Sumner, the film features significant landscapes and waters of the Riverland, and cinematography 
by Aboriginal filmmakers Kym Hamann and Allan Collins, who won an Australian Cinematographers Society Silver 
Award for his work Dust and a Gold Award for Mistake Creek.  
 
Cultural advisor Uncle Barney said the film recognises First Nations Peoples, and highlights the significance of the 
Murray River in local Aboriginal culture. 
 
“It’s great, we needed it to recognise our people and our culture,” he said.  
 
“The area is beautiful. I felt the shots were significant. It’s a special spot we picked. We all felt it was right.” 
 
Uncle Barney explained the significance of the Murray River. “The River is the main source of the people; it’s like a 
highway, a supermarket. It was used for trade, hunting and fishing. It [the film] is great for recognition, we have 
to start somewhere. I’m thrilled and excited to see it on the big screen.” 
 
Country Arts SA Aboriginal Arts and Cultural Facilitator Mandy Brown said the Riverland film would be followed by 
other SA regions in the future. 
 
“The Riverland Acknowledgement of Country shows a deep respect for the land and waters and attachment to it. 
We hope to work with Aboriginal communities in other regions to create their own Acknowledgement of 
Country,” she said. 
 
The film will be launched by the Deputy Chief Executive of the Department of State Development, Ms Alex Reid, 
and Country Arts Reconciliation Ambassador, Mr Jack Kanya Buckskin, on May 3, 6pm in front of an audience of 
Riverland Aboriginal community, Elders and VIPs at the Chaffey Theatre. The general public are also invited to 
attend. 
 
The digital Acknowledgement of Country will be played on the cinema screen before most shows in the theatre. 
 
Following the launch, the Aboriginal Comedy Allstars will perform at the Chaffey Theatre at 7.30pm. Discounted 
Nunga tickets are available at the box office.  
 
 
Media enquiries: Helene Sobolewski helene.sobolewski@countryarts.org.au / Joy Lothian 
joy.lothian@countryarts.org.au or (08) 8444 0417 / 0423 828 035 
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