
 
March, 2016 

GRUG COMES TO TOWN 
WINDMILL THEATRE COMPANY’S SMASH HIT FAMILY PRODUCTION 

Based on the much loved picture book character created by Ted Prior 

Due to popular demand, Windmill Theatre’s amicable little megastar Grug returns home to South Australia for 
a strictly limited season. 

Fresh off the plane from a six-month tour of Canada and the United States including New York’s Broadway, 
Grug has delighted more than 30,000 children and families across the world, has won a swag of awards and is 
ready to thrill a new generation of our littlest theatregoers once again. 

Created by Australian author Ted Prior in the early 1970s, the popular children’s picture books have 
experienced a revival with their re-release in 2010, much to the delight of Australian children and nostalgic 
booklovers who are well into their thirties today.  
 
Grug began his life as the top of a Burrawang tree that fell to the ground. Resembling a small, striped haystack 
with feet and a nose, Grug is fascinated by the world around him and solves everyday problems creatively and 
without fuss.  
 
When dancing instructions are too difficult to understand, he invents his own dance and calls it “The Grug”. 
When snails eat his cabbages, Grug plants more cabbages so there will be enough for both him and the snails.  
 
Designed by Windmill’s resident artist Jonathon Oxlade (Girl Asleep; Pinocchio; Big Bad Wolf) and directed by 
Adelaide’s Sam Haren (Plop!; Escape from Peligro Island), Grug stars the talented cast of Matt Crook, Hamish 
Fletcher and Jude Henshall. DJ TR!P completes the show with a magical soundscape which is just gentle 
enough for our youngest theatre lovers. 
 
The hugely popular character (with over 110,000 Facebook fans!) is brought to life for young audiences with 
magical puppetry, inventive staging and dynamic performances from its ensemble cast. 
 

“He's like the Elmo of Down Under!” The New York Times 
“Who’d have thought so much fun would come from the top of a burrawang tree.” Sunday Mail 

“The adults in the audience were having almost as much fun as the kids!” Australian Stage 
 

GRUG 
MOUNT GAMBIER Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre - 1 April at 10am/12:30pm 
RENMARK Chaffey Theatre - 4 April at 10am/12:30pm 
PORT PIRIE Northern Festival Centre - 6 April at 10am/12:30pm – close to sold out! 
PORT LINCOLN Nautilus Theatre - 8 April at 10am/12:30pm 
WHYALLA Middleback Arts Centre - 11 April at 10am/12:30pm 
NOARLUNGA Hopgood Theatre - 13 April at 10am/12:30pm – sold out! 
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Media enquiries: Joy Lothian Joy.Lothian@countryarts.org.au or (08) 8444 0417 / 0423 828 035 

 
   


