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ABOUT WINDMILL THEATRE COMPANY 
!

Windmill Theatre Company creates and presents unique and contemporary theatre shows 
inspired by the vibrancy, modern sophistication and inventiveness of young people, and 
showcases these works to an ever-increasing national and international audience. Since our 
inception in 2002, we have won a swag of awards for our distinctive house style of theatre 
that makes true adventure and creative ingenuity synonymous with the Windmill name. 
Windmill is active in the national and international conversation that defines the future of 
theatre practice. With its stable of productions now in repertoire and in production, Windmill 
has continued its touring profile in 2016 with a three-month international tour of Big Bad 
Wolf, and Girl Asleep presented at the Belvoir Theatre, Sydney.  
 
In the past 14 years, the company has:  

• Presented 62 productions in Adelaide 
• Toured nationally to Melbourne, Brisbane, Darwin, Perth, Canberra, Sydney, plus 

regional South Australia (including the APY Lands), regional Victoria, New South Wales, 
the Northern Territory and Queensland 

• Toured internationally to the USA (including Broadway, New York); Canada; Hong Kong 
& Mainland China; Korea; New Zealand; Scotland (Edinburgh), Singapore; Tokyo and 
regional Japan 

 

GRUG CREATIVE TEAM 
Sam Haren – Director 

Jonathon Oxlade – Designer 
DJ TR!P/Tyson Hopprich – Composer 
Gabby Hornhardt – Stage Manager 

 
PERFORMERS 

Ellen Steele, Hamish Fletcher, Matt Crook 
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ABOUT THE SHOW 
After travelling the world (Scotland, USA, Canada, Hong Kong and China) and performing to 
sold out audiences, our amiable little megastar Grug returns to his home-state of South 
Australia. Based on the much loved picture book character created by Australian writer Ted 
Prior, Grug is directed by Sam Haren. Initially published in the late seventies, the Grug series 
has gained a whole new audience after being republished in 2009. 
 
Grug began his life as the top of a Burrawang tree* that fell to the ground. Resembling a 
small, striped haystack with feet and a nose, Grug is fascinated by the world around him and 
solves everyday problems creatively and without fuss.  
 
When dancing instructions are too difficult to understand, he invents his own dance and calls 
if ‘The Grug’. When snails eat his cabbages, Grug plants more cabbages so there will be 
enough for both him and the snails. Grug is very inventive and a great problem solver. 
Although sometimes it is his friend Cara the friendly carpet snake that saves the day. 
 
During the performance Grug, with a little help from Cara, has a birthday party, develops a 
garden, plays soccer, goes fishing and invites the audience to learn ‘The Grug’.  
 
The performance is designed as a playful and gentle introduction to theatre for very young 
audiences. Using simple story telling, elegant transformational design and puppetry, the 
performance provides an authentic experience of performance literacy, taking the page to 
the stage.  
 
Through story reading and the picture-book-to-performance experience, children will have 
the opportunity to discover similarities and differences in the world and from that explore 
through creative and imaginative play. From this they will develop the capacity to create 
their own stories whilst developing their literacy through the elements of performance.  
 
*any palmlike tree of the genus Macrozamia 
 
THEMES, IDEAS & VALUES 
 

! resilience 
! optimism 
! problem solving 
! friendship 

 
Creative play provides the framework for the performance 

 
“Play is recognised as a child’s way of learning, it is active and interactive, 
and within it children develop relationships, experiment, imagine, create, 
practise, problem-solve, escape, role-play and learning together in their 
exploration of new and familiar things around them.” 
 
Wendy Schiller: Thinking through the Arts, 2000 

 
THE PERFORMANCE 
 
As a first theatre experience we know that our young audience will actively respond to the 
performance, they may need to talk it through with you, they may gesture in response to the 
various activities of the performers and during the performance there is an opportunity for all 
to join in and learn the Grug dance.    
 
Following the performance the actors will invite the audience onto the stage to meet Grug 
and have a guided interaction with some of the props.   
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PLEASE NOTE: Photographs and video recording are not permitted during the 
performance but there will be opportunities to take film/images of the set and 
performers with your children following the performance – allow 10-15 minutes 
for the artist interaction. 

 
 

POST PERFORMANCE 
 
The key stories for the performance are: 
 
• Grug 
• Grug and his garden 
• Grug goes fishing 
• Grug and the big red apple 
• Grug plays soccer 
• Grug learns to dance 
• Grug has a birthday 
 
AT HOME 
 

• Together make up your own Grug dance – 
make up the music or choose a favourite song 

• Make a Grug puppet. Draw the shape onto 
thickened cardboard and either colour the 
stripes or add wool to give a textured finish. 
Attach a chopstick to the back for the rod 
puppet handle. 

• Make a fishing rod – garden bamboo sticks, 
with a magnet attached to the line – and 
attach paper clips to cut out fish shapes (take 
care with very small children with small objects) 

• Make a soccer ball using papier mache or 
scrunched up newspaper.  

• Create a mural of Grug’s garden – cut out 
paper flowers, drink straws for the stems, draw 
cabbages, worms and snails. Or help your child 
create their own garden. 

• Use streamers/ribbons to make up a snail trail 
and go on a hunt for find the snails.  

 

 
Grug learns to dance 
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